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Shortly  after  the  campaign  in  1858,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  attending  court 
in  Bloomington,  and  as  Mr.  Fell  had  conceived  the  idea  that  it  would  be 
a  good  policy  to  have  something  in  the  form  of  a  short  biography  of  him 
for  publication  in  the  eastern  papers,  he  called  on  him  at  the  court 
room  and  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  preparing  a  statement  of 
the  leading  incidents  of  his  life  for  publication  in  the  east.  The  result 
was  that  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  while,  sitting  at  a  desk 
in  the  old  court  room,  prepared  that  short  yet  comprehensive  autobiog- 
raphy, as  it  may  be  called,  which  has  been  so  extensively  published 
since  his  death. — From  paper  on  the  life  of  Jesse  Fell,  written  by  Judge 
Lawrence  Weldon. 
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